Fishing worth getting up for

‘You could be at work or you doing this. Think about it.”

By Wanda McConnell
Herald Editor

hat I'd like
to know is,
why is it

necessary to rise be-
fore dawn to go fish-
ing?

Guide Bob Devigne just
laughs at the Transcon-

tinental Media team’s com-

plaints. “Wimps,” he’s

ably thinking, as his
pulls away from The Forks
docks at 6 a.m.

It's another year and an-
other attempt to win brag-
ging rights at the Fish
Winnipeg Media Challenge.

Every June, the Urban
Angling Partnership - a
group of government, busi-
ness, agency, and pro-fisher-

man types — invite tlae
media out onto
rivers to see for themselves
what first-class fishery lurks
in the murky waters of the
Red and the Assiniboine.
There may be thousands
of catfish, walleye and fresh
water drum (to name but a
few of the species) beneath
the surface, but alas our
team caught just one lousy

ﬁsh a Gz-centlmetre cat-

But what a glorious two
and-az-half hours. The sun
slowly rose over the trees
and the river came alive in
silver sparkles. Lush green
trees hung over the river
bank and mallards with
their green heads,
floated by. Suddenly, get-
ting up at 5 a.m. seemed
worth it.

Devigne, a part-time
guide with Cats on the Red
and a full-time corrections
officer, echoes the thought.

“You could be at work or
you could be doing this.
Think about it.”

Fishing e.

prs who want
to get away for a day of fish-
ing truly don’t have to go
far. The evidence of that is
in the fact a group of Fish
Winnipeg participants
never left the docks at The
Forks and within 30 min-
utes, managed to reel in
about 10 good-sized fish.

, who oper-
ates City Cats Guiding
Service, says the city’s rivers
are teeming with fish. “You
could get

to catch because they're the
most . They put up
abig
Whelher you're fishing to
catch and lelease, or to
catch and eat, “it’s pure joy
and relaxation and a chance

Quaiity table fare
The rivers, which are
much cleaner now thg

ment began — offer up good
quallty table ﬁue, he says.
'ou just need to wash and

mok the fish well. It's the
same precautions you
would take with any food.”

For those who want to be-
come anglers, the Winnipeg
Fish Festival July 7 at The
Forks is the place to be.
Information on all things
fishy will be available at this
free family-oriented event.

For kids 8 to 14 years old,
the city offers week-long
fishing camps, beginning
July 16. Hi are at
the Fort Rouge Leisure
Centre but each day,
campers climb into a van
and go fishing, visit a fish
hatchery or engage in other
fish-themed activities.
(Phone 986-5015 for infor-
mation.)

The Urban Angling
Partnership also raises

kidsinaw n-to-fis

pro , and it's working
di.ug more fishing
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